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We need more housing…

Source: Washington Department of Commerce, 2022



Land is limited
•The Growth Management Act directs jurisdictions to 
plan for sufficient land capacity for housing needs.
•Development outside of urban growth areas is limited 
to “non-urban” in nature.
•Previously developed properties are increasingly being 
reused as affordable and low-income housing.



New Housing as Infill development
Pros
•Existing infrastructure
•Preserves green space
•Limits sprawl
•Closer to goods and 
services
•Access to transit
•Reduces blight

Cons
•Uncertainty of cleanup 
requirements
•Cleanup costs
•Potential liability
•Delayed timelines for 
construction
•Perception 



Cleanup sites



Potential liability
•Laws vary by state

•New purchasers can be liable for impacts from past uses
•Options for liability defenses /settling liability

•Due diligence is the first step
•Phase I ESA
•Meet with regulators – before purchase, if possible
•Understand risk tolerance
•Legal guidance



Cleanup process
•Cleanup costs vary

•Type of contaminant(s), media, exposure
•Explore funding resources

•Cleanup timelines vary
•Development *may* happen before cleanup is complete

•Qualified environmental consultants are key



Addressing the challenges
Cons
•Uncertainty of cleanup 
requirements
•Potential liability
•Cleanup costs
•Delayed timelines for 
construction
•Perception

Solutions
•Work with your 
environmental agency
•Due diligence

•Planning

•Communication



Examples
•Maddux, Seattle
•Millworks, Bellingham
•Bubble on Gum – Home 
Sweet Home, Kennewick
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Thank you
Ali Furmall
ali.furmall@ecy.wa.gov
(509) 655-0538


