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A “Culture of
Collaboration”
THE IMPORTANCE OF COOPERATION
TO THE CASCADIA REGION

Emerging challenges facing the Cascadia region:
Border shocks
Policy shifts

What is at stake in the current geopolitical climate?

Elements of cohesion:
integrated business ecosystems
interconnected transportation networks
High levels of cross-border mobility for people and
goods



CASCADIA
WASHINGTON - BRITISH COLUMBIA

Important cross-border corridor

Trade-Reliant

The border along British Columbia
and Washington State includes the
third busiest passenger border
crossing between the US and
Canada, located in Blaine,
Washington. 

Many businesses and sectors in the
Cascadia region rely on a functioning
border and the Canada-US
partnership to exist. 



Electricity (16%) Fuel Oil (16%)

Paper/Paperboard (12%) Fruits and nuts (11%)

Aircraft (10%) Tractors (9%)

Plastics (8%)

Fish & crustaceans (7%)

Wood and semi-fi…

Optical and medic…

Quickstats: Washington to CA Exports

Washington
exported $7.9
billion to
Canada in 2024



Crude Oil (50%)

Natural gas (25%)

Softwood lumber (5%)

Wood and s… Live Animal…

Electricity… Animal or…

Aircraft…

Plastic (2%)

Optical and m…

Washington
imported $17.8
billion in goods
from Canada in
2024

Quickstats: Washington Imports from CA



$480 Total Whatcom County goods
exports to Canada annually

$134 Total Whatcom County services
exports to Canada annually

From Whatcom County to Canada
WHATCOM COUNTY GOODS & SERVICES EXPORTS

1,000 people are employed at the 61 Canadian-owned

businesses operating in Whatcom County, and an additional

2,200 jobs depend on goods and services exports to Canada.

Agriculture (17%) Energy (53%)

Equipment/Machinery (17%)

Forest products (6%) Other (7%)

million

million

USD

USD



THREATS 
A STRONG RELATIONSHIP IS BEING WEAKENED

Tariffs on Canadian goods of up to 25%, as well as

retaliatory tariffs from Canada on American goods to match

these policy measures, have a serious impact on local trade

and collaboration. 

Shifts in bilateral relationships

heated rhetoric

Border shocks: COVID, supply chain disruptions

Hardening of the border on both sides



Downward trajectory of Canadians crossing the border in
year over year trends so far. This trend highlights the
discretionary nature of travel in our region.

Canadian vehicle travel to Washington is dropping

Quickstats: Cross-border travel

+16%
Increase in border
crossings 2023 ➝
2024

-31%
Decrease in
border crossings
2024 ➝ 2025

Yearly Trends From January ➝ April 

2023 

2024

2025 

638k vehicles

 740k vehicles

508k vehicles

Implications for retail sales tax 
Impacts to BLI
cross-border transportation
tourism/hospitality
Relationships 



COVID & THE
BORDER



Impacts will be industry specific and it's too early to
accuratelypredict 

Lumber: Costs of a single-family home estimate to increase
$9k  

Washington relies on BC lumber. 

Electric Power: we import from BC, so energy bills could
increase 

Steel & Aluminum: Over 300 manufacturing businesses in
theCounty that may see machinery costs increase 

Many small businesses will likely struggle disproportionately 

Tariff impacts in Whatcom?



Tariff impacts in Whatcom?
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WHAT NEXT? Subnational cross-border collaborations

Policy makers and stakeholders should
proactively work together to navigate uncertain
times.
Senate Resolution 8641

Lessons Learned

Knowledge sharing
Engage and inform stakeholders

Sieze Opportunities

FIFA World Cup
Soft Diplomacy
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